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Toledo Teacher Joins President Obama
for Signing of Education Jobs Bill

Amanda Van Ness, former kindergarten teacher st Toledo's
Pickett Academy, stood with President Barack Obama in
August as be signed the education jobs stimulus bill. Van
Ness 15 & member of the Tolxlo Fedemation of Teachers,
Local 250, where she has tsught kmdergarten since 2007

The bill provides $26 billion to help districts nativawide keep
teachers in the classroom where students need them, preventing
thousandsofeducators frombeinglasdoffdueto lackof funding. Ohso
recerved $36 1 milhion for education jobs to support student keaming

“The Oluo Federation of Teachers applands both President
Obama and Ohio Governor Ted Strickland for  significamt
investments in education n order to ‘xrrr,:l"». N COmMMUINItes in the
wake of the recent global economic recession,” said Sue Tavlor,
president of the Ohso Federation of Teachers. “Today's students
must be prepared lor lomorrow's jobs, Bolstering education -
not decimating school fundmg and laying off educators — will
best prepare teachers and students for a stronger Ohio future.”

educators who
in attendance

Van Ness, who is
received pink slips

among thousands of
last summer, also was

m the U. S. House of Representatives with AFT President
Randi Weingarten earler that day to observe the final vose
by Congress to pass this histonie bl for education jobs

The legislaton is intended to ensure that vital educational services
be available to kids who deserve the very best chance o prepare
them for future jobs. Funding was 1o arrive just in time 10 help
renstate laid-off educatars, reverse cuts 1o Advanced Placement
andd other classes, reopen school libearies, and end furfoughs
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ONE NATION
\ WORKING «» TOGETER ODA |
One Beautiful Nation
Comes Together In
Washington, D.C.

Ters of thouwsands of AFT members gathered in Washmngton,
D.C. o October 2 o add their vodces to the One Nation Work-
ing Together march at the Lincoln Memorial. Amiving by bus,
car, train, and plane, AFTers came from catees such as Baltimaore,
Chicago, Philadelphia, St Louis, New Yok and TOLEDO, With
more than 100,000 people in attendance, the march focused on
the themes of jobs, justice and education. The call was to reorder
our national poorities so that investments in people come first
[he gathering was backed by & broad cross section of progressive
groups, meluding civil rights aorganizations, unxms and environ
mentalists, faith leaders and celebrrties. AFL-CIO president Rich.
ard Trumka may bave said it best when, looking out at the massive
crowd, he proclaimed: “You look like one nation, ooe beautiful
mation. This s one nation, and we signify that nation,”
Toledo teachers and paras traveled through the night 10

attend

the march on & bus chartered by TFT. Pictured below are Toledo
attendecs ready to march along the mall to the Lincoln Memarial
Achtonal pholo on page 4

for the One Nation event.

President Obams signs the bil authorizing $28 billion for education jobs. Pictured s

Amanda Van Ness (third from right), & Toledo teacher laid off this summer. Amands
taught last year af Pickett Academy, her second year with TPS, TPS officials
subsequently announced they hoped to bring back bus drivers. Amanda was recalied
fo & placehoider substitute position. Howewver, she received another layoff notice at the
end of Seplember. Her appearance sl this bill signing for laid off leachers was arranged
by TFT President Francine Lawrence. S5ee related story on page 5. Photo by Pete Souza

Democrats Vote To Rescue Some
Furloughed Teachers

There should have been some good news for our members who
received lavof! Congress adopled a jobs bill totaling
$26 billion to put educators hack to work. Credit on this one
goes to Democrats who won approval in the US. Senate 6
38 with the help of two Republican senators froom Maine wh
volted in favor, Olympia Snowe and Susan Collier averted a planned
Republican filibuster to block help i bringing back some laid ofl

teachers and parns.  Speaker Nancy Pelosi had previously steered the bill through the

House. Congresswoman Marcy l\.‘:rru‘ provided Jeadership to gamer suppart in the U.S
House of :’\crtup.nl.n..u where she has the highest seniority among female members

Litthe motsoed were Hr,luhl...n. obsections 10 a part of the il 'v' ended tax breaks for
corporations who send jobs overscas. AFT officials said that the bill clearly shows the
distinction between Republican and Democrat policies, “One ;mh DIOSOCES COrpOrat —
and the financial commumity even at the expense of jobs, especially jobs in schools,” an
AFT lobbyist said. The Su '\uu tendent and Treasurer have decided 1 bold the TPS share
of the federsl jobs funding for use next school year. The Superintendent wanas 10 deploy
the money to returm laid off bus drivers to work. TFT will scrutinize spending %0 ensure
that the funds are spent for educators as Congress intended and not to offset the Treasurer’s
mounting debicit

nolices

the school admanastration struggled to get staffing nght before schoal
Much of the confusson has been self-infhicted

Meanwhile, Jocally
started and through Seplember
. 100 many &y off notices :m‘zcll_\ | S0 were sent out 10 & Manket AtIempt 10 cover the Tact that

management did not know all of the position outs or staffing requirements. Thas has been an
annual problem long ignored by top administrators. TPS HR Director Haddox increased by ten
percent teachers slated for layofY because “that's what corporations do,’

« HRJoe } four days belore K-6 bidding

Sansbury retired (again

*  Don Haddox used the wrong sensonty (without asking) 1o determene stafl reductions and had

10 start over &1 the Ume stalfing should have been i (15 Tinal phase

nits in the layoff furry because he
n authornity over TPS charters

* Haddox thea refused to include all of the teacher u
mantaned that the treasurer’s office hJL not given hi
Academy and Polly Fox

. Phoenix

*  The new superintendent arrived too late to get staffing procedures (and resulting Z.:\"*Fs' back
on track. He obd appoint Diane Irving as intenm director of Human Resources who should be
an mmprovement over a division that histoncally can best be characterized as chaotic when it
comes to staffing 1ssues

* Fourteen additional teachers received layoff notices at the end of September. Some of thes
had been recalled oaly 10 be kaad off again

some of which was ignored F
or placed even if 11 takes arbitration

F1 stafl mondtored the placement process and offered advice
officials made it clear that the nght people will be awdentified snd
10 profect contract procedures and rights
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Instructional Leadership -
Starting Over?

By Francine Lawrence

Toledo's new supenintendent
menticned 100 a group of
admmistrators that “princapals

an insuucxioml leaders.”
in the audence

n."?l You d better tell
A oy excha focuses
on oommon misu andings
and  sensitivites. Teachers
hear only subservience or
admmstrative authority

restored. S0 where are we?
Common sense dictates that
an imstructional leader would
possess leaderstup skills -mons
which collaboration  woul
rank high, and instructhonal
skills  widely acknowledged
Obviously, these factors
kave the ficld wide open
to those who left the classroom, and those who did not. An
instructional leader is where one exasts. Designation by law or
authority might or might not result i instructional leadershi
There = tie tradibosal adminstrative view that principals
are in charge, including in charge of instruction. It is a result
of the wp down contral system urnn which public schools
run. In theary the top deciders tell Jesser decaders what o
do and they do il Accountability accomplished and, yes,
teachers relicved of responsibility Tt is the same govemance
system that has in %00 many areas destroyed public education
and unionized virtually every American teacher. It fasled o
build good cars, and it too often fails o produce smart kids.
Dr. Pecko's appoiniment was scen as traditional, His view
bears that out. And the sharp comment from the audence
reminds us that with some managers, authority trumps leadership.
Fortunately, Toledo has many admimstrators who are leaders,
some mstructional keaders. The same can be said for instructors
It should not be a question about who's in change. Rather the
issue is how to find a way to have broader accountability and
respoasibility for student schievement. Accountability will be g
natural result of responsibility if the latter is implemented properly
Desprie the lingering misconceptions about instructional
leadership amd amthority issues, Toledo Puwblic Schools bas
developed a framework that allows all personnel to share
and be accountable for student results. Distnicts dissatisfied with
the old way are starting to copy us. Ohio’s successful Race to the
Top federal grant was won in part by the instsstives here and in
Columbus schools which have Jed the way for unions to be genume
partners with their management counterparts. And none of those
mitiatives are hampered by the old “who's in charge™ questions.
Jerome Pecko is excused. His experience is in traditionally
managed school dstrcts. Leaders can look beyond where they
have been and see more effective ways 10 reach goals that
should be shared by all. His former colleagues tell us that the
superintendent was a leader. So half of the battle is over. Some
people are designated leaders, but real leaders don’t dwell on
titles and they never lose sight of the best way o reach thewr goals.

Dafe Price a four year

lerm as & www
member’ on the State Teachers Retirement System
mmmmmmm
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Pending before SERB s & dispute brought by TAAP, the TPS management union, contending
that Intervenison Assessment Teachers (LATS) bedong mn 115 bargaining unit as psychologisss. AT
were in each elementary school to assist fellow teachers with various mstructional practices. They
are now assigned only o Title schools. The cost of the IAT program s covered specifically by
stimulus funds from the Obama administration. A hearing was set for mid August in Columbus
TAAP dropped the complaint immediately before the hearing. Recently TAAP filed to reopen the
case before SERB, Stay tuned

LELTHERE BE LIGHT

Last school wear, the lights in the new Stast building would turn off or flicker causing Start teachers
problems with compulters and sometimes the dsunting 1ask of teachmng in the dark. Start s three
vears old and complaints from the building committee and principal over an extended time yielded
no result. Fimally, 2 TFT gnevance last semester gol someone’s attention. The section of the
grievance foem which requests what action is requested brought & short “Fix the Lights ™ And they
were.

BOARD LOSES IN WOODWARD SUIT

Two years ago the principal at Woodward sued several teachers claiming harassment. Subsequenily
the principal withdrew the complaint “without prejudice”, That means the suit can be refiled
within a specified time period Meanwhile the Board contended TFT should pay for the teacher
representation. THFT couster demanded that it was the District’s responsibility. Common Pless
court agreed and cited the failure of superintendent Foley to respond t0 a TFT letter asking if TPS
would represent. A second letier was also ignored. The Bosrd appealed to the Sixth Distrct Count
of Appeals which confirmed the kower court decision. TPS paid $31 488

EARAS WIN LOST WACES

Two paras won settlements for lost wages with amounts of $936.22 and $253.41. Both had been
victims of improper suspensions. Another para was returned to employment at an incorrect rate
of pay and was awarded over $5,000.00 in compensation after the error was corrected. Roban Rea
represented for TFT in these cases,

Donald Yastes' scheduling of inservice traiming two years in a row, which demied pay and contact
hours to special education teachers, was overturned by Labor Relstions Director Annmarie Helde
Amang other peoblems, Yates had ignored TFT reps and the Staff Development Control Board.

NAN s WIN
The question was, “Do teachers and paras receive pay for moving when forced to move within the
ald buikdings as opposed to those moving to new buildings?" MOU contract language was clear
regarding moves 10 new or different schools. But some of the newly constructed schools were built
00 small so some teachers had to move within the origmal busldings,

TPS argued that it would pay only those teachers moving to a new school. An arbitration decision
said all teachers would be paid, and they were. Thirty-four people in all

Several other TFT people won individual pay gricvances with the assistance of union representation,

Gates Getls Booed At Convention

Convention delegates convened in Seatthe for AFT™s biennial convention and were treated to a

speech by Bill Gates (he read it), the world’s richest man. A few delegates walked out, but most gave
him a palite, 3f astonished, reception.

It was has first appesrance and speech at any union gathering. Gates is using a large postion of his

money 10 fix schools. Some of the Gates Foundation's grants are made through Knowledge Works

Foundation, and Ohso and Toledo Public Schools bave received support for small schools and early

college high school programs

Gates is sinoere, but he suffers from a lack of practical experience with schools. His foundation

has phased out funding the smaller high schools idea that generally has had only a minimal effect
on student results, In his speech, Gates tried to make the case for teacher compensation tied to test
scores with little indicatson that he knew about the problems inherent in the concept. Gates, it s

reported, is against peer review because it is not “cost effective.™

Over and over, peer review has

proven to be cost effective.

Much of what passes today as iess about school reform is scattered about the country because

there is private maney to do so. But good seed planted in thn soil invariably produces a disappointing
crop. Philanthropists do have many good ideas, but ofien they lack knowledge about why schoeol
govermnance cultures constitute the thin soil that rejects change. The Bill and Melindas Gases
Foundation employs & former state superintendent of instrection o oversee its education grants. A

lot of the money goes to private and charter schools.
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Ted Stockiand Keila Cosme

CGovernor Strickland advanced & Ms. Cosme & a strong ally of the

new school funding model Buxlding Trades running for & fest

through the Ohio legislature in time judgeship. She has  broad

coatrast 1o hss opponent, who has 4 union swpport, including ours. Her

long recard of fay onn property taxes nppnncm s Steven Yarbeough, who

as the auswcnoschm funding has been our friend as well through has

Cootinued reliance on property taxes means support for our decessed attorney, David Schnoef. TolEDo
city schools will get no state l'w!p. Kasich = &

model of polispesk. His ads claim jobs are his QHIQ ATTORNEY GENERAL

priority, but with carcful listening you hear no . = , FEDE““O"
state taxes and frechies for business. It's the Rlﬁhlﬂu.ﬂtdm A OF

Bush agenda again. Take care of big money. The RIC'\.lfﬂ Cordray is the smartest CMR in this IEAC"ERS
rest of us pay the bill. Strickland lod democrane  Year's election and maybe mn any year's elecuon. He

gavermnors 0 convinee President Obama to WOn (Ck\lilon'\.i Jeapardy game show five contesis

carmark a substantial portion of stimulus D a row and finished undefeated. Cordray regularly

mooey to K-12 schools. The governor has been calls TFT officials to stay in touch. He might ENDORSEMENTS - FawL 2010

a champion for charer school accountability. have a future in the governoc's job. Cordray sued
the Bank of Amernica, Memill Lynch, and March

LS, SENATE & Mclennan to recoup STRS amd other public U.S. Congrass - 9th District Marcy Kaptur ‘
. pension system losses and won back over $2 billon onale
Lex Fribwe for mvestons and retirces afier the “get government US.§ Lee Figher
Fisher supports public education. His opponent out of the way” people saw Wall Street collapse. Ohio Governor Ted Strickland
says his policy 1s to get government out of the ; Ohio Lt. Govemar Yvelle McGee Brown
way, which in polispeak means no regulation QHIO AUDITOR
and more corporate welfare. Just a little Ohio Auckor David Pepper
more regulation could have saved the Guif of Duvid Pepgper ) Ohio Treasurer Kevin Boyce
Mexico and prevented thousands of egg related David Pepper will belp us with the fight ,
iinesses, TQM'\ Roosevelt where are you when :(' ) {\‘d«f‘d ft i Ohio’s ;’;‘?mm'"n“l ﬂl’\'ﬂ \il;::c Ohio mmy Genara Richard Cﬂ'dny
we need you? Portman wrote G. W, Bush's trade  ICEISISIVE  JISINCIS, Which Dow are unisvorabie Ohio Secretary of State Marvellen
legislation, and presto, U S._ jobs left for China. 10 Ohio cities. David = from Cimcinnati and og:.u’my
) o ) ) ) will be a key voxe for us In reapportionment,
This clection is especially interesting  for Ohio Supreme Court

school emplovess because here m Ohso we QOHIO TREASURER Chief Justica Eric Brown

bave candudates for govemor and US. Senase Ohio Supreme Court Justice Mary Jane Trapp

on the Republican sade who are clasely aligned s ) )
with the Wall Street collapse. Kasich, who Kevin Bayce is already || Lucas County Courl of Appeals

i trying to oust incumbent Governor Ted ‘s):"k a sui:‘ W’et“;‘?d\‘z &th District Keila Cosme
: " -Ch: u e

Strickland, worked for one of the floms that term. 8Hu sometimes  uses Lucas County Court of

bad 10 be bailed out with axpayer moncy. our office when be is In town. Common Paas Dean Mandros

We lost halhons n retirement funds as did Kevin is a really great guy Ador ita Lopez

other state retrement systems.  His tax plan who was a aty councilman v Coily S -

would cause millions of Ohio tax dollars in  Columbus  before  his Ohio Senate - District 11 Edna Brown

going to public schools to simply dissppear, sppointment  n 2008 as Ohio Senate - District 46 Harry Barlos

h‘vins homeowners o plk'k up the b Ohio Tressurer. He lﬁtl)ded the L‘n“‘mﬂ)

Businesses would get buge tax concessions. ©f Toledo on an athietic scholarship and is Ohio Senate - Disirict 47 Teresa Fedor |
Rob Portman is trying to keep George peoud that his deughter 15 now & student there Ohio Senate - District 48 Michael Ashford

Voinovich's senate seat safe for big business. _ ok A Ohio Senate - District 49 Matthew Szollosi |

Portman was George Bush's trade representative STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ‘

and m that role he cased the way for thousands of  Joe Walter State Board of Education Joe Walter

Ohio jobs to leave for China, Mexico, and ASi2.  The candidates we recommend have an impact Oragon City Schools Levy 59 mils

on our schools, some manginal, some directly Toledo Public Schools Levy 7.8 mils
Those who serve on education
boards and commmissions
certainly have an immediate
and lasting effect om all of
us who attend or work =
public schools. That is why

1 A ‘N VES

\/
~

Twenty-eight  yeas  of !
g

semsority m & body that
rewards seniority above all

else 5 o value very few US. g 2
House districts can claim it is critical that we clect pro-

nabonally. Her opponent says public school peaple to the

5 Ohwo Board of Educsbon
:;3“& r:::mmgh xhh:z We are forunate to have such a candsdate in this

dreds of Fo n Clection, Joe Walter is that person.
:mn into th: ,,Lt::ag:&] Joe brings to the stase policy making board a
is easy. Getting noticed in Washinglon 38 & world of experience in the public sector as the

. : : . y former (retired) sssistant fire cheet’ 1n Tobedo and
frestunan legaskator is impossible. Forgetabout i as the public sftty director for formoes Toledo

Mayor Jack Ford. He was respected by workers
and citizens because Joo possesses common
sense, enommous energy, axd a commitment to
excellent service. He currently is replacing Peter
Ujvagi in the Ohio House of ﬁ;macnmnws He
has ¢ to run for the State Board instead of
the House

His predecessor, Jobn Bender, served us well
but s retiring from the Board because of age
Mr. Bender helped convince Joe to sun for his
seal

Ihe District 2 state board pasition might not
be foremost in the minds of voters, bul for us
it rates right there with our property tax issue
One of Joec Walter's opponents is from Lorain (1
County and according to the candidate’s \
campaign literature, could only be described as \\ N

j’t Endorscment bnhw
g, FtCUOMSISES for T AT members
“Wiemy, ibost poitical crifatrs and (ssars
~\¥Dany, - rr based o0 enbeeser's ugpet

;c;r::i;’ctnblyoumdcthemam:sWum of political | ] )\Q’:“ for publc ofucaren and 1
Emough. VOTE JOE WALTER FOR | iy Pabiic 3chols. Condifates

DISTRICT 2STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION "\ M firerrly eood @nh e -lt
and tell your friends about Joe, too, Be sure W pledgr sugport for Wolcde tackes. |
vote your full ballot because he appears sl the Omars. batlting m,‘
end of the ballot. Scm, &

all weer an the reommCIGItns.




TFT Golf

Outing Results i

Each spring, at the end of the
sohod yoaw, TET spovesors a golf
sourmament fov ity members  Heve
are the resules of fast Jwse § com-

Pplaces 9 TPS schools

petinon
Longest Dnve, Men Keith Scott, Scott

Loagest Drive, Women Terrie Trumball, Bymedale

Closest 1o Pin, Men Dale Pittman, Retired ' , u'! m'” ".G"m

Closest 1o Pm, Women Kirstin, Allen, Jones When the Blade takes the low road and features the worst abowt TPS, the conclusion can only
Low Gross, Men (1ie) Kip Westmeyer (72), Retired be that editorial persoanel, or the owner J.R. Block, or both, do not like kids from impovershed

Gordoa Meck (72), Support Staff  Se0nomic circumstances. That is the most plausible explanation if' you look at the economic circum- |

stances of their childhood

Low Gross, Women (tie) Terrie Trumbull (89), Bymedale The mewspaper’s approach to TPS news is not a onetime event or 2 mistake. Repeatedly The Blade

Judy Johnson (89), Retired

features test score comparisons between TPS and suburban districts without any comment about why
disparities exist. Statewide, The Akron Beacon Journal is recognized as the best for its coverage of

' ; Cick Hage, Start school news, One of the reasons is that reporters there have a long tenure at the Joumal unlike The
Cettenweed Exocutive Cowrse: Blade which fips its education reporters every two years ar 30. Most 3o a good job within the narrow
Longest Drive, Men Scott Maher, Ottawa River limits set for them
' s e ST Applying the state’s school rating system to newspaper coverage of education, the Akron Beacon

Longest Drive, Women Demse Sotiek. Larchmont Journal rates excellent. Owur own paper is still miles away form “contmuous improvement™ with an
Low Grass, Women Ruth Jackson (37), Longfellow “emergency” mating. Unfortunately, when it comes to urban education, one of America’s greal news-
Snccial Thanks Te: papers 14 actually one of northwest Ohio’s woest.
Starvers: P

: T School Board Asks For More Concessions

Karen Ovall (Phoenix Academy) C.J, Washingson

Marsha Rossler (Phoenix Acsdemy)  Mary Low Howetkis  [BOGIF President Blames TFT President

Diane Yearick (Phoensx Academy) Kip Westmeyer Our concession contract that will expire mext June 30 has not satisfied some school board members
Bev Cart Dvivers: Bob Parks who histed that TFT should give up more 10 pass the Toledo Public Schools 7.8 mil property tax on

Dolores Samson (Larchment) Bob Long

Peggy Cote (Phoenix Academy)
Sandra House (Phoenix Academy)

the November ballot. That is not so surprising given the editorials in the Toledo Blade that demanded
(in retum for endorsement) bigger cuts in employee pay and even suggested that the unions were
almost solely responsible for harting students.

Predictably, there was no story of editorial about the unfair practice the Board committed when
agaim it sent negotiators 1o the table minus thewr support for o settlement tanget. The latest contract

One Beautiful Natien !v;d m_’; - p was adopted by a 3.2 school boand vote (Ford and Sykes voted against) after TFT members voted

o

AL
il

b: -

!yo ]

T CEEEEEEERINN

comfortably 10 accept. Thes only less than a decade alter the Board, with one of the same members,
voted down an agresment reached in fact flnding. The media could ofter a greater public service by
reporting on the problems inherent in negotiations when the unions don't know who 1o 1alk 1o, or are
nol sure & praposal 1 really management’s pasation.

Compounding employee relaboss, Board president Bob Vasquer accused Fruncime Lawrence of
stalling the talks when his own negotiators refused to sign off on a proposal on Apeil 1. Vasquez is
the baggest supporter of treasurer Dan Romano who has campaigned 1o be superintendent. Vaisquez
is clearly influenced by the wreasurer, e superintendent, and anyone in the community who thinks
eachers are overpeid. Worse still, some board members are 3o convinced they know what is
happening duri ng negotiations that they make no effort o find out. This is not the first time & school
board member has been lied to or enduly influenced. Two strikes in TPS history were notable for
what Board members did not know. Ia Mr. Visguez's case, there is not an excuse. At ane time, he
WEs & UNNON ne gotiator

No concessioms now. Defick progections are not credible, And, yes, TPS noods one management,
not three, In wespomse 1o the Board members who mow want greater concessions, TFT officials
sent 2 guestionnare 1o members asking, in effect, if the decision to reject further concessions was
supporied by the membership. 88% of TFT members agreed in response to o recent survey. The
Questhonmaire was nol in any way & suggestion sbowl concessions. A majorily was not soughl one

Wendy Hearn, Nate Stesle, Cobb, Gail Howell and way or the other. The guestion was designed to find out about whether a comsensus exists 50 board

Dolores Samson stop by the House én route o One members will realize that the entire union has opinions, not just the Federations negotiators
Nation Working Together event.

Agency shop service fee rebate dispute procedure

I Explssetion Of Fees

This notice is being provided 10 all sos-members of the Toledo
;“mhammm. in socondance with Sune and
Pursuant %0 the 2008 Collective
o e o B R o et e i
Federation a Service Fee o Agency Shop Fee » hew of Unioa
docs 15 by State and Federal Law. The Service Fee so
hased on as adviscad calculation of @ son-menber s
check commezcmg on payroll of November,
that 8o Is made by the ronascmber in socordance wih
set funh i Section 11

11 Objectons By Dwserery

The propartion of dues and vervice fies [V, Nosice And Appeol
g reered o

i
I
|

son from == suditor and its sareend  agency obgecions.
senoml organizatioas. -
(C) If an oljecsor s Sssatisfied with (e proportionl
1. Withholding sllocation that has been desernmmed becase e or ahe foeks #
MW*G*‘&M
These pesscas who file a umely potice of objection, & in the aress, an may be wken by sech person
mnmmmumwnzm withe thiny (30) days receipt of sech rebese, oc
escrowed in s eneres-beariog accomnl. Al Sie  roceipd of nosioe of such allocatice, by the Presadent
end of e whool yesr (ecd summer), e Foleration sl of e Fadention smdior Tressimer in wriling uppes!
“hmﬂ“ﬂhhi—b
fmancisl records mnd those of is The smowt ebawed V. Desposition
wmmumrnuum-
for @ose purposes outlined sbove and otherwise peohibned by Within tea (10) days of of Bae appeal, the Federaoon
hp:ummuun.lmq will Stste Reigtons Boeed
The will st mocews thess curowed funds for (SERS) of e sl shosl) wendd to SERB those documents
pupose during the per h—hhhms o o fimpl and binding desermmanon sccceding
after the rebase has poid mdor o fimal deermination s %
M:le.&%n " 3 provvdwe avl e o fed Avancisd fanw
&hpﬂahhﬂh‘hdm

l
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Toledo Teacher Goes to the
White House

By Amanda Van Ness

| recently went on the trip of a lifetime. Athough it was very shorl, lasing only & few hours,
the experience will be with me forever. Like thousands of other tleachers across the country,
| was laid off from my teaching position over the summer. My disappointment tumed to
exciternent when Fran asked me if | was willing to go
o Washington D.C. to represent our union as a
iaid off teacher. She explained to me that she
had been asked to refer a teacher who was
currently laid off but might be called back
10 the classroom ¥ the Education Jobs
and Medicald Assistance Act (HR
1586) was passed nio law
bill had already been passed by
the Senate and would go to the
House of Representatives

the followng day
Th

o
Federation of Teachers
(AFT) neaded B
few teachers 0 be in
Washington D.C. when the
bill was passed. | eagerly agreed,
thinking that | would meet up with other
AFT members, cheer when the bill was
passed, and pose for some pictures. Little did
| know, thare were even larger plans being made
Later that day, | received 2 phone call from the White
House. William Jawando, associate director for the office of public engagement, asked If
| would be willing to come 1o D.C. the following moming, maet the president at the White
House, and be in the Rose Garden as he makes a speech asking the House 10 pass the
bill. There must have been a long sience because Mr. Jawando then asked, “Would that be
alright?” | held mysell logether and replied, “Yes, | think I'm ok with thel." You can probably
imagine the level of calebration that took place after we hurg up.

The next moming, after several delayad fights, | made itto D.C., but missed the president’s
news conferance at the White House, There | was, standing at the White House gate, with
no appointment. | was pretly devastated until | called Mr. Jawando, who told me we would
be going back to the White House in the aftemoon 1o meet the prasident and stand bahind
him as he signed the bill!

In the meantime, the bill still nesded to be passed by the House of Represaentatives. |
ook a cab to the AFT headguarters 10 meet Randi Weingarten, AFT president. | was thribed
when Ms. Weingarten told us she had enough tickets for us to watch the debate and the vote
from the gallery at the House of Representatives. While listening to both sides debalte the
bill, | realized how many lawmakers are conlent 10 leave their constituents without solutions,
Several representatives that were opposed to the bill didnt like where the money was
coming from or claimed that it was adding 1o the national debt, which it does not. Another
claim was that this was a special Interest bill supported by teachers’ unions. My first thought
10 that claim was, ves, | certainly hope our union supports a bill that improves education
These politicians have essentially given up on funding our schools just because there Is no
perfect solution. | wondered i any of the representatives who oppoeed the bill would allow
thewr child to walk two miles to school or be in a classroom with over thirly students. | doubt
. Thankfully for students, their families, and all Americans, there are wmakers who are
dedicated to standing up for student and teacher rights. | wanied 10 sland and cheer from
the gallery when supporters of the bill defended the nght for all children 10 recaive & quality
education. There are no excuses for education to go under funded: not the economy, not
the national debt, and not special interasts or party ines.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi made closing remarks 1o the House, asking them o pass the bl
before the voling an. Vobting lasts for fifteen minutes bul is often extended ancther
fen minutes or 0. The yeas weare immeadiately ahead of the nays and remained that way
through the first tan minutes of the vote, when | had to leave to go 1o the White House. Ms
Weingarten remained on the edge of har seat to watch the rest of the vote. She and so
many others at AFT supportad this bill by being the voice of financially struggling schools,
And now, the bill was one step closer to bacoming a law. It was both inspinng and refreshing
10 see our elecled leaders making a decision that would have a dramatic and immediate
effect on local communities. | was on my way to the White House In a cab when | heard the
bill officially passed

| arrived at the White House appointment gats around 4:00 and this time | got ! It felt like
a dream waking the paved path to the While House doors. Inside, | mat two oth er teachers
who had received pink slips over the summer. While waiting o enter the Oval Office, we
met Representatives Dave Obey and Chelle Pingree, Education Secretary Ame Duncan,
and Christina Romer, chair of the Council of Economic Advisers

We moved to the hallway, with me standing first In line at the door. The door opened
and there he was, President Obamal “You must be Amanda VanNess. You weara MIA this
moming.” The President of the United States had just teased me and called me by name
President Obama shook everyone's hand and we ined up behind the desk $0 he could sign
the bill. There were about ten pens sithing on the desk, He wrole each letler Of his name
with a different pen so that they were all used 10 sign the bill. The pens are then given as
a gift to individuals who worked on the bill. He jokad, “You get tgretxy good at this after a
while.” He then thanked everyone for thedr hard work, adding that he was very proud of
Representatives Obey and Pingree. He asked me where | ta and what grade | taught,
to which | rephed, *| teach ki arten in Toledo, Ohio and | absolutely love it.*

My day spent in Washington D.C. was an amazing experence. | met the hardworking
people who persevered and supported the bill, which will impact milions of children and
families. These leaders work daly from Washington D.C. to improve education., Without
these individusals, the Education Jobs and Medicasd Assistance Act (HR 1586) might never
have made it to the president’s desk, | probably won't have another opportunity to sit in
the gallery ol the House of Representatives or meet the president, but | can still make a
difference by being invoived al the local level. This bill id not just happen. It required effort,
careful planning, and time commitments from teachers and umion leaders al the ground
level all the way up to our leaders in Washington D.C. We have o continue 1o be active
participants in our government's decision-malking procass In order to be efflective advocates
for our students
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[FT joined the American
Federation of  Teachers
Pink Hearts, Not Pink Slips
campaign last May to show
comeemn over the devastating
mpact that Toledo teacher
and  paraprofessional  cuts,
andl resulting lavoffs, would
have on cur students, schools and community. Toledo teachers
and paras ralbied at & TFT sponsored press conference in froot
of the Board of Education. They camed pink hearts to
acknowledge the impostant contributions of
educators. In addressing the crowd,
TFT peesadent Francine Lawrence
said that “Educators put their heart
and soul into their work and everyday
make a difference m the lives ol Toledo
Public Schools children. Students need
their teachers in the classroom, not m

unemployment lines.”

237 teacher positions were cut as the 2010-11 school year opened.
140 seschers were knd ofT along with 13 t::‘nqmmns«umls Some
teachers were recalled as the school year began. Fourteen of those

recalled received a second layoff notice at the end of September.
Administrators and support staff were ignoced m this katest layoff.







